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WM. P SON 
(Suecessor to the late Samuel Crosley), 
COTTAGE-LANE, CITY - ROAD, LONDON, 
Begs most respectfully to announce that he has, in 
addition to the *continued manufacture of GAS 
METERS, commeficed (under Patent) the manufac- 
ture of Meters for measuring Water, Spirits, &c. 
N.B. These Meters are as simple and durable as 
the Gas Meter, and as correct as that instrument under 
the most careful manipulation. 


ORGE and SAMUEL CUTLER, 
GASHOLDER AND BOILER MAKERS, 
No. 21, Waarr-noap, C1Ty-ROAD, 
ON. 

Contracts for Tanks, Gasholders, Roofs, Purifiers, 
and all descriptions of Gas Apparatus executed on the 
most reasonable terms. Slide Valves,Steam and Range 
Boilers, and Smiths’ Work, of the best materials and 
workmanship. 








COOKING BY GAS. 


tHE Extempore Oven, as erected at 

Exeter by Mr. Warriner for M. Soyer to cook the 
monster joiut, may be seen at Warriner’s depot of 
Modern Inventions for Domestic Economy, 7, Upper 
St. Martin’s-lane, London, and where, likewise, Roast- 
ing by Gas may be seen in daily operation between 
twelve and two. 


M SHEEN, Gas and Railway 
@ Lantern Maker, 90}, Holborn-hill, begs to 
inform Managers of Gas Works, &c., that she continues 
to contract and supply Lanterns on reasonable terms, 
and keep them in repair by the year. 


PATENT FLEXIBLE GAS TUBING. 


AMES LYNE HANCOCK’S 


Vulcanized Indiarubber Hose Pipes and Tubing. 
Manufactory (and Warehouse), Goswell-mews, Goswell- 
road, London. 

Gas Companies, Engineers, Gas Fitters, and the Trade 
generally, are respectfully informed this Tubing is now 
manufactured to any size, from }§ inch bore and 
upwards, in 100-feet lengths, and perfectly cylindrical, 
either with or without a spiral wire inside. 

VULCANIZED GLAZED FLEXIBLE TUBING, 
from 3 inch up to 1 inch diameter, made in 24-feet 
lengths; or, covered with silk or worsted, up to 100 feet. 

VULCANIZED HOSE, for FIRE ENGINES, 
BREWERS’ USE, and for standing great pressures, 
(Rubber and Cloth combined), made to any length or 
size to fit the necessary screws, &c. 

VULCANIZED INDIARUBBER ATR-TIGHT 
BAGS, made any size, for Gas Mains, with flexible 
tubes attached, and fitted with stopcocks complete. 


E. WHITEHOUSE & CO., 
GLOBE PATENT TUBE WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, 

Beg to draw the attention of Engineers and Managers 
of Gas Works to the superior quality of the Article 
they manufacture, both in respect of the iron employed, 
and the perfect manner in which it is welded; in 
proof of which they can refer to the testimonials of the 
most eminent Gas Engineers, and the experience of 
the principal of the large Gas Companies of the kingdom, 
Orders promptly executed. 


HARLES WALKER and SONS, 


Little Sutton-street, Goswell-street, London, re- 
spectfully solicit the attention of the Directors of Gas 
Companies and Engineers to their Registered Improved 
Gas Valve, for stations and street mains, which pos- 
sesses the following advantages :— 

Ist. The valve will work as free in liquids, where 
—- will stick, such as in tar, lime, &c.,as in pure gas. 














PATENT for Sale, for valuable | 


Improvements in the Construction of DRY GAS 
METERs.—Application to be made to Mr, Thomas G. 
Barlow, Civil and Consulting Gas Engineer, 32, Buck- 
lersbury, London, where the meter may be inspected. 


THOMAS EDGE'S 
PATENT DRY AND WET GAS METER WORKS, 
GREAT PETER-STREET, WESTMINSTER. 


HOMAS EDGE, in drawing the 

attention of Gas Companies and Consumers to his 
DRY GAS METER, begs to say that such modifications 
and improvements have been made to it since its first 
introduction, as renders it now quite unassailable. It 
is the most perfect Meter extant. 


R AMSAY’S Garesfield Colliery, 
NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 

COKING COAL and COKE of the best quality; 
superior CANNEL COAL, and FIRE GOUODs of all 
descriptions. 

Analysis of Garesfield Coke, by Dr. Richardson, of 
Newcastle :— 

Carbon ee ane oe «- 97-60. 
Ashes oe ee oe ee 155. 
Sulphur... se ee eo 3. 

Products of Ramsay’s NEWCASTLE CANNEL 
COAL, as ascertained by Drs. Leeson and Miller, 
and G. H. Palmer, Esq. :— 

Gas per Ton of Coal, cubic feet +» 9°667, 
Specific Gravity ee -- O731. 
Illuminating Power ‘ -- 1°85 to 2°03. 
ordinary Newcastle Coal Gas being ‘1. 
Coke per Ton of Coal .. oe -. 135 cwt. 
Broad Chare, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 


HABPERS and MOORE, of the Delph 


Fire-brick and Clay Works, Stourbridge, invite 
the attention of Gas Companies, Engineers, Oven 
Builders, and all consumers, to their Stock of FIRE- 
BRICKS, LUMPS, or BURRS, QUARRIES, CLAY, 
and other Goods, a large assortment of which is 
always kept at their London Depét, No. 7, Wenlock- 
road, City-road; also Melting-pots for Brassfounders 
and Metal Refiners. These articles are made in a very 
superior manner from clay of the very best quality, and 
have been proved by metal-melters (who can be referred 
to) to have withstood the most severe tests, and for 
very long periods. 

Shipping orders supplied, and every description of 
Fire-clay Goods made to pattern or drawings on the 
shortest notice. 

H. and M. particularly invite the attention of Gas 
Companies to atrial of their Fire-clay Retorts, which 
they are now making in a very superior manner, and of 
a quality which, on trial, will be found to surpass any- 
thing of the kind hitherto produced. The superior 

uality and peculiar admixture of their clays enable 
them to manufacture an article which fully admits of 
the necessary expansion and contraction, to allow of 
their being let down at the end of a season, when the 
usual supply of gas is not required, and again put to 
work for successive seasons without fear of cracking or 
leakage from any other cause. 

H.and M. further beg to direct attention to the 
evidence of Mr. Croll, given before a Committee of the 
House of Commons, relative to the use of Clay Retorts 
(see “ Gas-lighting Journal ” of April 10, 1849, pages 
43 and44). ‘The Clay Retorts there referred to by Mr. 
Croll were made at, and supplied from, the works of 
Harpers and Moore, as above. 

Testimonials can be seen, and further information 
obtained, on application, if by letter, prepaid. 


ss Gs RICKETs, 


MANUFACTURER of APPARATUS for advanta- 
geously applying GAS HEATS to CHEMICAL, 
CULINARY, MANUFACTURING, and _ various 
DOMESTIC PURPOSES, No. 5, AGAR-STREET, 
STRAND (opposite Charing-cross Hospital), London. 

















d. The working parts can always be supplied with 
oil, and when the valve is raised the gland slides off any 
incrustation on the spindle, which then receives a 
supply of oil from the box. 

3rd. No risk of the valve falling down, and the most 
careless cannot damage the working parts. 

4th. The valve need never work on its edge, as is the 
case with all rack valves. 

5th. It has a legible index of the height of valve. 

6th. They will last longer, and are cheaper than 
ordinary valves, 

All the joints are truly planed; they can, therefore, be 
taken to pieces and put together with very little trouble, 
and they have had the experience of twelve months’ 
working in crude gas, 

CHARLES WALKER and SONS take this oppor- 
tunity of stating that they manufacture all Machinery 
and Smiths’ Work for gas companies, and will be happy 
to furnish estimates. 


PRICES: 
10 in. to 14 in. diameter ... 13, per in ae 
em ee — . ‘o epuuing 


of valve. 











HEARS and SONS’ Patent Dry Gas 


METER.—Shears and Sons beg to call the attention 
of Gas Companies, Gas Fitters, and the Public to their 
Patent Dry Gas Meters, which possess the advantages 
of perfect registration under all pressures of gas, of 
great steadiness in the lights, of simplicity in construc- 
tion, and of great durability; besides others, not the 
least of which are the form and arrangement of the 
valves, by which the objection to sliding valves is 
avoided. 

After thoroughly examining and practically testing 
these Meters for a considerable time, the leading Metro- 
politan Gas Companies, to whom they have been sub- 
mitted, have approved of them, and are now using 
them ; and it is the opinion of a large number of the 
most experienced and competent gas authorities that 
these Meters only require to be more known to be 
g lly adopted as 's who desire to have 
the best Meter with the least trouble and inconvenience. 

8. and S. also manufacture Wet Gas Meters, to which 
they apply their patent index. 

BANKSIDE, London. 








WRIGHT, Gas and 

¢ Meter Manufacturer, 55, Millvank-street, near 

the Houses of Parli t, Westminster, respectfully 

calls the attention of Gas Companies and Engineers 

who are not yet provided with Station Meters to the 

fact that he has erected two of the largest machines ot 

this kind in existence, the one for the Chartered Gas 

Company, London, the otherofor the Hibernia Gas 

Company, Dublin, for both of which he has obtained 
the highest testimonials. 

To this branch of business A.W. devotes much at- 
tention, as well as to the Manufacture of all kinds of 
Experimental Machinery for Gas purposes. 

Consumers’ Meters of all sizes at the usual prices, 
with a liberal discount to wholesale purchasers. 


LEGG on the Manufacture of Coal 
Gas.— Wanted a Copy of the above Work.—Apply 
at J. W. H., 30, Brown-street, Manchester. 











TO GAS COMPANIES, 


THE BRYMBO COMPANY, 
NEAR WREXHAM, 


Manufacture Cold Blast Retorts and Pipes of a very 

superior quality, and also ship good Gas and Steam 

Coals at Saltney, on the River Dee, and at Birkenhead. 
Brymbo Iron Works and Colliery, North Wales. 


WiutaM SUGG, Gas Engineer 


and Manufacturer of Patent Wet and Dry Gas 
Meters, combining all the latest acknowledged im- 
provements; Brass Founder, Gas Fitter, and Lamp 
Contractor; Manufacturer of all kinds of Plain and 
Ornamental Gas Apparatus, and Contractor for the 
Erection of Gas Works. Designs and Estimates sub- 
mitted; Station Meters and Governors of any size. 
Gas Meter and Apparatus Works, 19 and 20, 
Marsham-street, Westminster. 








TO GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANIES, 
ANNEL COAL. 


(GARDEN and MACANDREW beg to 
offer the KNIGHTSWOOD CANNE or 
PARROTT COAL. It resembles the famous Lesma- 
hago Coal more closely than any other; produces a 
larger quantity of gas than Ramsay’s celebrated New- 
castle Cannel, and equals it in illuminating power, 

The coke of this Coal lights easily, and is well fitted 
for domestic consumption, or for heating the retorts, 
as it leaves less ash or clinkers in the grates than any 
coke from Cannel yet tried. 

Mr. Wright reports on it as follows :— 

(Report on Cannel by A. Wright, Gas Engineer). 

“ This Cannel resembles the Lesmahago Cannel, but 
is not quite so dull in colour, which indicates a more 
advanced state of decomposition. The results I have 
obtained in the analysis correspond with this appear- 
ance, the weight of gas being less, while the weight of 
coke is greater. It yields gas freely, and at a high 
heat would give a greater number of feet than I have 
stated below, but that, I consider, a fair working 
average. 

The specific gravity of the Cannel is 1°25. 

Per ton. 
Ibs. 
Coke ..-.« « MIB Ges . + « 
Tar... +. . 360 &Sp.gr. “590 
Ammonia and Water 22 Illuminating power *2 

Meeves 430 Newcastle Coal Gas, 

“360, being . . °1” 


It yields 


9720 feet. 


1994 
Loss (principally tar) 246 


2240 
For price and terms, apply to Garden and Macan- 
drew, 34, Dowgate-hill, 
London, June, 1850. 








PATENT GAS METER MANUFACTORY, 
No. 66, Snow-hill, London, 


Wittiam SMITH, by the 
improvements he has made in the Wet Meter, 
and which he has secured by her Majesty’s Royal 
Letters Patent, the accuracy of their registry is ren- 
dered certain by the introduction of the adjustin 
slide and hydraulic, whereby a Perfect Water Leve 
is readily obtained, and the Hydraulic precludes the 
possibility of abstracting water from the meter by in- 
creased pressure or otherwise, thus surmounting the 

eat desideratum of the Wet Meter. In his Patent 

quitable Gas Meter neatness and strength are com- 
bined, the backs and fronts of the case being stamped 
by powerful machinery out of thick plate iron (tinned 
or galvanized); and the internal construction is of the 
age metal, which will resist the action of any impurity 
in the 

Old Meters may readily have the adjusting slide and 
hydraulic applied, thereby having accurate measure- 
ment assured. 

ay Meters, Governors, &c.,made on the shortest 
notice. 
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PATENT FIBE-OLAY RETORTS. 


QELANDO BROTHERS and RAIL- 
TON, Manufacturers of O. Brothers’s Patent, 


b~ 4 state that these RETORTS being made in one 
1RB OPERATION, and im on# PIBcE of any re 
sha ngth, th, and height, are not 
to Cracks and Fissures, of which there is a just and 
general complaint; and =< consequently superior 
to and cheaper than any hitherto manufactured. 
Prices per foot in length :— 
At Blackburn, In London, 
12 in. by 12 7s. Od. 8s. 3d. 
14 in. by 12 8s. Od. 9s. 6d. 


16 in. by 12 8s. 6d. 10s. 3d. 
18 in. by 15 9s. 6d. lls. 6d. 
19 in. by 13 9s. 6d. lls. 6d. 
24 in. by 15 6d 13s. 9d. 


y s. 6d. 
exclusive of the angle-iron flanges. 

References and further particulars may be obtained 
on application to the Patentee, Gas Works, Blackburn; 
or to Messrs. George Barlow and Son, 9, Charterhouse- 
square, London, 





LESMAHAGO GAS COAL. 


AMES FERGUSON, Lessee of the 
Auchinheath Gas Coalfield, the most extensive and 
valnable in the parish of Lesmahago, respectfully inti- 
mates to the Managers of Gas Works and Consumers 
of Gas Coal, that he is prepared to ship the best quality 
of the above well-known COALS at Glasgow or Leith,— 
and also to deliver them at the Railway Stations upon, 
or connected with, the Caledonian Railway,—to any 
extent which may be required. 

Price, free on Board, or delivered at the Railway 
Stations, may be learned, by addressing James Fer- 
guson, Gas Coal Works, Lesmahago. 

*,* No Agents employed. 

Auchinheath, Lesmahago, 18th April, 1850. 


OSEPH BOULTON, Gas Meter 

Manufacturer, No. 1, COPPICE-ROW, CLERK- 
ENWELL, LONDON, begs to call the attention of 
Gas Companies and the public in general to his im- 
proved GAS METER, containing all the latest 
improvements. 

J. B. warrants all Meters to be manufactured of the 
best materials and workmanship, the wheels, &c., 
— of metal. Old Meters repaired on the lowest 
erms. 








THE New Patent 

GAS LIGHT MONITOR, 
adapted to every description of 
Burner, and supplied at a cost 
placing it within the reach of 
every consumer of Gas, regu- 
lates the flame to any required 
height, economizing the con- 
sumption, and preventing the 


METER INDICES. 


ER, Gas Meter, Index Maker, | 

¢ and 1 inist, No.1, Bowling-green- | 

lane, Clerkenwell, — oe 
IN ae and all other Apparatus for Gas Meters of 


LEGG’S New Patent Gas Meter.— i. 
LONDON—24, REGENT-SQUARE. CLUER, 
In these Meters the varying height of the water 
makes no difference in the measure. 
PRICE OF STATION METERS. 








To measure 60,000 cubicfeet per 24 hours £50 every size kind, made on the shortest notice, of 
” Panseon *” ~ K. the best metal, and of superior workmanship. 
” , Pa] ” 10 can. (in, ——_ . 
a 500,000, ‘4 150 RETTELL and WHITEHOUSE, late 
” 1,000,000, ” 250 Brettell and Rufford, beg to inform Gas Com- 
” 2,000,000, ” 400 panies and others requiring best STOURBRIDGE 





> BricKS and CLAY that they continue making all 

cast Iron Retorts, Socket Pipes, and | kinds of BRICKS, and warrant all their goods fully 
Connections of every size suitable for Gas and | equal to any house in the trade. 

Fire Brick Works, Stourbridge. 

Gas Companies, Water Companies, 

and Others.—TO BE DISPOSED OF, about 


Water Works, Lamp Columns, Wrought Iron Tubing, 
Hot Water Pipes, Rain Water Pipes, and Eaves T° 





Gutters, in stock, and sold on the lowest terms, at 
LYNCH WHITE’S Iron Wharf, 66, Bankside, London. 
— NINETY 24-Inch MAIN PIPES, at — per ton. 


HH, JONES, Gas Meter Manufacturer, | | Application for particulars, sto price, &e., to be | 
¢ No. 44, OLD-STREET, St. Luke’s, London, | ™ade to the Storekeeper at the Chartered Gas Light 

begs respectfully to call the attention of Gas Companies | 824 Coke Company’s Works, Horseferry-road, West- 

to his latest improvements in the WET METER, by | ™inster.—February, 1850. | 
means of which water cannot be abstracted, neither ESTABLISHED IN 1834. 


can Gas by any possibility pass th h the Met ith- p | 
out registering. seidhstithdaaeasiamnandtan S KING, Gas Meter Manufacturer, 

e 21, Cock-lane, West Smithfield, London. 
ANDREW McLAREN and CO., 














Meters made of the best materials and workmanship, | 

Steel-yard Wharf, 87, Upper Thames-street, | With all the recentimprevements, and warranted correct | 
London, have always in Stock a large Assortment of | ™Tegistration, 0 | 
Cast-iron Socket and Hot-water Pipes, Wrought-iron TO GAS COMPANIES. 1} 


Tubing with Connections, with a variety of goods OHN EUNSON, Gas Engineer and | 
’ | 


adapted for every purpose, all of the best quality, and A eres ; 
ice.— ‘ Contractor for the Erection of Gas Works, conti- 
edn etened. encedineenennt nvr echetirn. Iherwenes nues-to manufacture CLAY RETORTS upon the most 


| 
WEST BROTHERS and CO., approved principle, and of the best material. ! 
| 








Wolverhampton, May 5, 1849. 


LATE 
UFFORD’S FIRE-BRICKS 
THOMAS WEST, RETORTS, CRUCIBLES, and CLAY. A large 
GAS METER MANUFACTURERS, BRASS FOUND- | stock always on hand, and every description of Fire- | 
ERS, &c., UNION-STREET, OLDHAM. proof goods carefully and promptly made to order. | 
Station and Experimental Meters, Gas Pressure FRANCIS TONGUE RUFFORD 1} 
Registers, Gauges, Experimental Gas Holders, Go- (Sole Proprietor), | 
vernors, Slide Valves, &c. &c. STOURBRIDGE, | 


F. & C. OSLER, 


| 
44, OXFORD-STREET, LONDON; | 
MANUFACTORY—BROAD-STREET, BIRMINGHAM, | 
Manufacturers of Glass Chandeliers, Glass Lustres, Table Glass, &e. &c. 
ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, FOR GAS | 


(Made from “ REGISTERED” DesIGNns), with Grass Brancues, &c.; suitable 
for DRAWING-ROOMS and BALL-RooMS. From £4. l5s., upwards. The more 
extensive use of Gas in private dwellings has induced Messrs. OsLER to 
direct their particular attention to the manufacture of this class of articles— 
which, with a view to their general adoption, are offered at very moderate prices. 
Purchasers can select from a great variety of patterns, to which additions are 
being constantly made. 


THEATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BALL Rooms LIGHTED BY EsTIMATE, 
ON THE LOWEST TERMS. 

















danger and inconveni aris. 
ing fromthe flaring and smoking 
of lights. 20, King William- 
street, Charing-cross, London. 








KELLY, Cast Iron Wharf, 31, 


¢ Bankside, London, — Retorts of superior 
vy. Socket and Flange Pipes, Bends, Branches, 
ypbons, and every description of Castings for Gas 
and Water Works, Gasometers, Tanks, Purifiers, Con- 


| densers, &c., erected complete, or the materials sup- 


plied. 
Gas Valves and Sluice Cocks on an improved prin- 


| ciple, Patent Gas Tubing and Connectiovs. 


A stock of the above articles kept. 
The Pipes and Retorts supplied by M. K. ere cast 
vertically, which ensures soundness and equality of 
thickness throughout. 


[HE Registered Cylindrical Gas Stove 

possesses all the advantages which belong to gas 
stoves in general, with the addition of many peculiar to 
itself; its great distinguishing merit is the internal 
arrangement, by which none of the gaseous vapour 
escapes into the apartment, sothata pure atmosphere is 
constantly preserved. It will be found of the utmost 
value in churches, chapels, manufactories, halls, libra- 
ries, bedrooms, nurseries, greenhouses, conservatories, 
&c.—Prices 28s.,35s., 40s., and 45s. each, at DEANE, 
DRAY, and DEANES, Domestic and Public Gas 
Fitting Manufactory, No. 3, Arthur-street East, 
London-bridge. 








(CONTRACT for Lighting. —The Com- 


missioners for Lighting Hampstead will meet at 

the Board Room, at No. 12, New-end, Hampstead, on 
Wednesday, the 21st of August, 1850, at half-past Seven 
o’Clock in the Evening precisely, to CONTRACT for 
LIGHTING a PART of the TRUST with Naphtha or 
Essential Oil of Tar, or other Spirit Lamp, from Sunset 
to Sunrise, for Seven Calendar Months, to commence 
on the aang | of Saturday, the 28th of September 
next; and for furnsihing, lighting, cleansing, and re- 
pairing so many York square or patent lamps (the 
size to be determined upon by the Commissioners) 
with one-and-a-quarter and two-inch burners and 
reflectors, similar to a pattern to be deposited with the 
Commissioners, as may from time to time be required. 
The contract and bond be prepared at the expense 
of the Commissioners. Parties tendering to deliver in 
written tenders, stating the prices separately for one 
deaequarter and t h burners, with the names of 
two substantial householders as sureties, and to attend 
with samples of the lamps and fittings. The Commis- 
sioners do not bind themselves to accept the lowest 





) tender, 


For further particulars apply to Mr. Toller, clerk to 
the Commissioners, 6, Gray’s-inn-square, 





BY HER MAJESTY’S ROYAL LETTERS PATENT. 


(ROLL and GLOVER, Patent Dry Gas Meter Manufacturers, Suffolk-street, 


CLERKENWELL-GREEN, LONDON, beg respectfully to call attention to the following extracts from 
testimonials in favour of their Meters. The respectability of the parties will be esteemed by all acquainted 
with gas matters as affording the most indubitable evidence of the superiority of their Patent Dry Gas Meters, 
proving that gas companies and gas consumers may rely on them for a just and unvarying registration, durability, 
and the absence of all trouble arising from condensation of water in the fittings, aud the impossibility of their 
being stopped by freezing in the coldest climates. 


Cro.t and Gover take this a of remarking to Gas Companies that the apprehension so generally 
entertained by them, viz., that if Dry Meters were introduced into their districts their Stock of Water Meters 
would be thrown on their hands, while this has not happened even with those Gas Companies who have for years | 
back purchased none but Dry Meters; this apprehension ought to lead Gas Companies to a speedy investigation 
into the merits of Dry Meters, so that they may not, year after year, be increasing their stock of Water Meters, 
which they themselves apprehend must one day be thrown out of use. | 


CROLL and GLoveR humbly think that the following extracts prove that the merits of their Meter are entitled 
to prompt attention of Gas Companies. 


Almost all the testimonials bear the date of November, }848. 


EXTRACTS. 

“The Chartered Gas Company have purchased and | neer and Superintendent to the Commercial Gas Light 
fixed up above 2,000.”—Grorae Lowsg, Civil Engineer, | and Coke Company, London. ‘ 
F.R.S., &c., Consulting Engineer to the Chartered Gas “The advantages which I have found attending the 
Light and Coke Company, don. use of your Dry Gas Meters, in preference to the Wet 

“ We have in this district from seven to eight hun- | Meters, are so important, that nothing would induce 
dred, and are daily fixing more.”—F. I. Evans, Super- | me to return to the use of the latter. As Station Meters 
intendent at Chariered Gas Light and Coke Company's | yours have the additional advantage, that there is no 
Station, Brick-lane. water-line to attend to, or to be subject to neglect.”— 

‘Ll invariably found the flames perfectly steady, and | Cuaries Dixon, Engineer of the Chichester Gas Light 
the gas- accurately measured.”—A. H. ST11.L, Superin- | and Coke Company. E : 2 
tendent at Chartered Gas Light and Coke Company's “I have also had sufficient opportunity of knowing 
Station, St. Luke’s. that they are not affected by the most severe frost, nor 

“I beg to state that out of 800 Meters of the square | where one of them was fixed did I ever know of con- | 
form, and anti-corrosive metal, I find only twenty have | densation taking place in the inside gas fittings of any | 
been entered in our return-book, chiefly for broken | premises.”—SAMUEL PonTIFEX, Manager, Winchester | 
index-glasses. The company are continuing to pur- | Gas Light and Coke Company. 
chase and fix up your Meters in considerable quan- “ We are now using your Meters solely.” —CHARLES 
tities." —WILLIAM Monro, General po yw rene Purves, Manager, Gas Vorks, Gosport. : 
and Engineer of the Phanix Gas Light and Coke Com- “It is now nearly 2 years since we commenced using 
pany, . upwards of 100 of your Dry Meters, and during the | 
I have much pleasure in stating that the Meters we | whole of that time have not taken one of them down, for || 
have received with your last improvements have given | any cause whatever. his is an unvarnished, practical | | 

eat satisfaction.”—JOHN AIRD, Superintendent of the | fact, and unprecedented, as far as my experience goes; 

heniz Gas Light and Coke Company's Station, Green- | therefore I have no hesitation in stating that I pre- 
7 fer them to every other Meter with which I am ac- 
quainted.”--J. THomas, Manager, Consumers’ Pro- 


wich. 
“TI have had some of them in use for nearly four 





years. In certain situations exposed to the influence 
of the climate I have found them to be the only de- 
scription fit for use, as well as in confined and over- 
heated situations, where the water in the Water Meters 
is —_ upon by et is alee yoy 
t a uperintendent of the Independent Gas 

on Coke rae London. 


“ Having had, in all, up to the present time under 
my inspection 609 Meters of your manufacture, a very 
good opportunity has thus been afforded me of judging 
of their merits. ‘The result of my observation in respect 
of registration and steadiness of light is, that the Meters 
have given perfect satisfaction.”"—D, METHVEN, 





tective Gas Light Company, Woolwich. April 19, 1849. 
* Previous to using theu: | held theoretical objections, 
which T can now say have been removed, and their 
superiority as an instrument of unvarying measuring 
capacity has been fully established.”— Epwarp H. 
THORMAN, Superintendent of the West Ham Gas Com- 


pany. ue _ 
“I have delayed giving my opinion of your Meters 


until I had had another winter’s experience ; and, not- 
withstanding some of them were placed in the open air, 
not one became fixed. We have had a short winter, but 
the frost is very severe.”—P. T. W.de TImMERMSN, Di- 
rector of the City of LeydenGas Works. Jan. 26, 1849. 


Stat on Meters, Station Governors, Pressure Registers, Experimental Meters, and Specific Gravity Apparatus. 
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TO CORRESPONT ENTS. 


W. J. Hodgetts.— Your article in reply to Dr. Fyfe is in type, but other 
matter of more immediate interest compels us to postpone it till next 

Mr. Edwards’ “ Description of a new mode of Heating by Gas,” an 
article on ‘‘Cooking by Gas,’’ ‘Aluminum Ferrum,” in reply to 
**Experimentum Crucis,’ and several other communications are all 
delayed from the same cause. 


NOTICES. 


Parties who receive the JourNat or Gas Licutine through Booksellers 
are requested to take notice that the Office for its publication is removed 

from 21, Paternoster-row, to 88, Cheapside. 

| All communications and orders for Advertisements to be addressed to 

| the Editor, 32, Bucklersbury, London. 

The Terms of Subscription are :— 
Six Shillings per Annum for the Quarterly Journal and Monthly 
Supplement, payable in advance. 

Subscribers are reminded that the Subscriptions for the current year 
are now due, and they are requested to remit the same, by Post- 
office order, to the Proprietor, Those who desire that their re- 
mittances be acknowledged will please to enclose a postage stamp. 

All back numbers exceeding three months’ date will in future be 
charged double price, unless six or more consecutive numbers are 
taken at the same time. Nos. 6,12, 13, and 15, are nearly out of 
print, and can in future only be obtained with complete sets of the 
Journal. 

The Editor wili be particularly obliged by his friends forwarding 
to him Notices of all Meetings, Trials, or Appeals which it may be 

interesting to the Gas World to have reported. 








Circular to Gas Conipanies. 
In announcing to our readers the extraordinary resolution of 
the Committee of the House of Commons, which sat upon the 
Great Central Gas Consumers’ Bill, we expressed our firm 
belief that such monstrous principles as it involved would 
never receive the sanction of that branch of the Legislature 
| which has no dread of a St, Thomas’s-day, whether parlia- 
mentary or civic, to coerce it into measures which justice and 
| public policy would condemn. In this expectation we were 
| not disappointed, for it has required no other evidence than that 
of the promoters of the bill, to induce the Committee of the 
House of Lords to reject it, and thus to declare, in the em- 
| phatic language of the summary of the opponents’ case, 
| that, in their opinion, the measure was “‘ wholly uncalled for by 
any public necessity, is based in fallacy, and on insufficient esti- 
mates, is contrary to public policy, and would needlessly commit 
Parliament to the recognition of a measure attended with incon- 
| venience to all who reside within the City of London.” 
| It is a source of some gratification to us to know that the 
| views we have from time to time put forward on this subject 
| have now received the sanction of the highest and most im- 
| partial tribunal in the land. We say impartial, for it is well 
known that the seat of at least one honourable member of the 
_Commons’ committee might have been endangered had the 
| bill been rejected there ; and the experiment upon the fears of 
| the old companies, which the illogical resolution of the com- 
| mittee was intended to aid, having failed in its effect, the only 
alternative of the committee was to pass the bill, or to confess 
| the blunder they had committed in dealing with the case other- 
| wise than on its merits. A decision, however, under such 
circumstances, will have little weight as a precedent. 
| Before the case of the promoters of the bill was opened 
|in the Lords, their lordships suggested the propriety of a 
| brief summary of the objections to the measure being pre- 
| pared, so that the time of the Committee might not be use- 
\lessly occupied, either by the addresses of counsel or the 
examination of witnesses as to undisputed facts. The fol- 
|lowing document was accordingly placed in their lordships’ 
| hands, and its arguments are so logically arranged and con- 
cisely expressed, and seem so clearly to explain the principles 
upon which their lordships acted in deciding the fate of this 
measure, that we give the document in extenso, recommending 
it to the serious consideration of all future applicants for gas 
bills under parallel circumstances :— 




















‘* SUMMARY OF THE OPPONENTS’ CASE. 

“« The opponents consist of two classes, viz. the existing companies who 
at eee light the City, and bankers, merchants, tradesmen, &c. residing 
in the City. 

“The objects of the bill are to incorporate, with limited liability, certain 

ons who are already incorporated (as stated in the preamble) by virtue 
of the Joint Stock Companies’ Registration Act. 

“The allegation on which this privilige of limited liability is sought 
from Parliament is, that it would be of great advantage to the inhabitants 
of the City if they were better supplied with gas at less cost. 

“The opponents deny that the bill will have the effect of giving a better 
or cheaper supply of gas than that which is now enjoyed, inasmuch as there 
is at present no deficiency either in the quantity or quality of the gas 
— by the old companies, who sell it at the same price as that fixed by 
e 


“They deny also that, under any circumstances, the present bill is 
necessary, as the promoters of it profess to be able to do without it, all 
that they propose to do if it be passed, and have even procured subscriptions 
on the profession that they are alreauy secured in limited liability by their 
deed of settlement under the Joint Stock Companies’ Act. 

“The opponents contend, that the main object of the bill is, and for 
some time past has obviously been, the pecuniary advantage of its pro- 
moters alone, and the enabling them to make advantageous terms of com- 
promise with the existing companies. 

“ That the disturbance of the pavements in the crowded thoroughfares 
of the City would be attended with grievous inconvenience to the publie 
as well as loss and injury to the petitioners; and that the laying down 
additional pipes there would greatly increase the danger arising from 
escapes of gas and explosions, and would enhance the difficulties attending 
the detection and remedy of such escapes. 

‘That it is plainly against public policy to sanction the outlay of a large 
amount of additional capital for the attainment of objects already adequate y 
secured to the public, and that, eventually, such unnecessary outlay woul 
inevitably have to be made good by the consumers. That this principle 
has been recognised and acted on by Parliament in the case of Liverpool, 
where the legislature refused to establish a new company, on the existing 
eompanies consenting to reduce their charges to an amount more than 
11 per cent. higher than that at which gas is now selling in the city of 
London. 


“ That the existing companies have offered to be bound by any covenants |, 


which can be required by the commissioners of sewers, to afford to the 


public, in all time coming, gas as pure and as cheap as the promoters of the 


bill propose to afford it. 

“That the acts of the said commissioners in the refusal of this offer, and 
in the facilities afforded by them to the new company, without those pre- 
liminary inquiries which have been thought necessary by them in all simi- 
lar cases (see reports), prove that undue influence has been used by some 
of the promoters of the bill who hold official stations in the City, to control 
the acts of the said commissioners. 

“That the promises of the promoters of the bill are based on untried 
theories, and have no foundation in experience. , 

“That if they were capable of realization, it could only be by the destruc- 
tion of existing interests without corresponding benefit to the public; and 
if they should not be realized, the result would be ruinous to the share- 
holders in the new company, and not the less injurious to the inhabitants 
of the City, and to the existing companies. 

‘“* That it is most unjust to these companies, who have expended large 
capital on the faith of acts of Parliament, by which, as well as by the inter- 
ference of government (as appears by correspondence on the subject), their 
districts were originally limited, and who have incurred all the risk and 
expense attending the introduction and establishment and gradual improve- 
ment and perfection of the system of lighting in the City, to subject them 
to a ruinous competition, whilst they are ready and wiiling to sell their 
gas at the lowest price at which the promoters of the bill themselves contend 
that it can be sold; and it is equaliy unjust to the public to subject them, 
without necessity, to all the inconveniences and danger arising from the 


establishment of a new company in the densely crowded thoroughfares of | | 


the City. 

‘“* That the committee on the bill in the Commons recognised the fact, 
that an adequate reduétion in the price of gas, with the possibility of a 
further reduction, was substantially secured to the citizens of London, and 
that the introduction of a new company was, in the opinion of all parties 
objectionable, if the object could be obtained by the instrumentality of the 
existing companies ; but the resolution to this effect was accompanied by 
an intimation, which could not be misunderstood, that they would never- 
theless pass the bill, unless the existing companies would make compensa- 
tion to the promoters for its withdrawal. 

“That previous negotiations have led the directors of the existing 
companies to the conclusion, that the terms of such compromise would be 
more onerous to their proprietors than they couldreasonably afford to give, 
especially in the presence of such an alternative as that held out by the 
committee, and they preferred, therefore, to allow the bill to pass the Com- 
mons, and to submit their case to the justice of a committee of the House 
of Lords. 

‘* That a reasonable amount of compensation would not be refused as the 
price of permanent peace, and to avert the admitted evils which would 
result from the establishment of another company in the City; but that as 
already the existing companies have been forced to a reduction of their 
charges for gas so great as to reduce their incomes by many thousands 
per annum, and to jeopardize the dividend which they had a fair right to 
calculate on, it would be most unjust to compel them to pay the new com- 
pany a heavy premium as an additional reward for their hitherto successful 
exertions in procuring a reduction in the price of gas, which they profess to 
have been the only object they have had in view, 

‘« These reasons are respectfully submitted to the committee as those on 
which the opponents principally rely in their opposition to the bill; which 
they contend is wholly uncalled for by public necessity; is based in fallacy, 
and on insufficient estimates ; is contrary to public policy, and would need- 
lessly commit Parliament to the recognition of 3 measure attended with 
inconvenience to all who reside within the city of London.” 


The cross-examination of the witnesses for the bill was prin- 
cipally directed to the proof of the allegations of the above 
document, all of which were satisfactorily established by them. 
Their lordships were forcibly struck with that portion of the 
evidence which proved that, after the reduction to 4s. in 
December last, and when, in fact, every thing for 





movement was ostensibly set on foot had been co 
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the existing companies, they were, on January 23rd, willing to 
have made a further sacrifice of £10,000, as the price of per- 
manent peace; a sum which would at that period have amply 
covered the legitimate expenses of the promoters. Nor could 
their lordships understand that refinement of the Pearson 
dialect which could draw a distinction between a “ pecuniary 
arrangement” at the very mention of which the parties were 
indignant, and an intimation that, “though the chairman 
required nothing as a pecuniary condition of his assent toa 
compromise beyond the payment of his deposit and call, he, 
however, left it to the directors of the other companies to 
determine for themselves whether they thought the share- 
holders generally would be sutisfied with the mere repay- 
ment of the money they had advanced, in carrying to a 
successful result, with great labour and anxiety, a struggle 
which at one time appeared to be fraught with considerable 
risk.” There can be no question as to what construction their 
lordships put upon such language, and little doubt of their 
opinion that the offer then made should have been accepted. 
The evidence further disclosed an important feature, which 
apparently exercised considerable influence over their delibera- 
tions. One of the witnesses boasted that for years he had car- 
ried on a lucrative trade in gas jobbery; that he had sold one 
lease with a profit of some thousands ; that another speculation 
in gas works had lately yielded £7000; and that he held one 
eighth of the total number of the Great Central Gas Consumers’ 
shares then issued, and was consequently one of those with 
whom it was a question whether they ‘‘ would be satisfied with 
the mere repayment of the money advanced,” thus uninten- 
tionally proving the allegation of the opponents, ‘that the 
main object of the bill is, and for some time obviously has been, 
the pecuniary advantage of the promoters alone.” 

The rejection of the bill has called forth the following me- 
morial from the directors of the Great Central Gas Company 
to the Commissioners of Sewers, some of the misrepresenta- 
tions of which, it appears to us, would have been best cor- 
rected by the writer at the bar of their lordships’ house :— 


* 48, Moorgate-street, July 30, 1850. 
‘TO THE WORSHIPFUL THE COMMISSIONERS OF SEWERS FOR THE 
CITY OF LONDON. 

‘* Gentlemen,—To the equal astonishment of every person who heard 
any portion of the evidence given before the committee of the House of 
Lords, the committee, consisting of Lord Powis, Lord Morley, Lord Fingal, 
Lord Byron, and Lord Nelson, as if by intuitive knowledge of the wants 
and wishes of the citizens of London, thought proper to reject this com- 
pany’s bill without having a single witness creleet to them to rebut the 
evidence which had been adduced before them during three days’ inquiry. 

‘““As committees of their lordships’ house are by the law and con- 
stitution of the country invested with authority to grant or withhold par- 
liamentary bills for effecting local improvements in every corner of the 
nation, without acting upon any known rules, or assigning any known 
reasons for their judgment, the directors of the Great Central Gas Con- 
sumers’ Company do not presume to question their determination reported 
to the House of Lords, ‘ that it was not expedient to proceed with the bill.’ 

‘* As, however, a distinguished member of the corporation of the city of 
London has thought it right to address the Commissioners of Sewers by 
advertisements, upon the subject of the rejection of the bill, the directors 
deem it necessary to apprize the commissioners, and through them their 
fellow citizens, of the mode in which the inquiry was pursued, in order 
that they may form their own opinion of the value of the result. 

“The case of the promoters of the bill was opened by Mr. Hill, who 
frankly explained the facts as they had been developed in the evidence 
adduced during twelve days’ inquiry before the committee of the House of 
Commons ; and opened to their lordships the fact that your commissioners, 
in conformity with the petition of nearly ten thousand of the inhabitant 
householders of the City, had granted authority to the company to lay 
down their pipes; and that, in pursuance of such authority, they were 
proceeding rapidly with their works, having a subscribed capital equal to 
the amount needed for the service of the City, with one-half paid up, as 
required by your commissioners before you allowed the pavements of the 
| streets to be touched. In the course of Mr. Hill’s address he had occasion 
to refer to the fact that he should adduce a number of gas engineers and 
contractors, together with several citizens, as witnesses, to speak to the 
various parts of the case; upon which their lordships intimated that it 
would economize time if the witnesses were arranged in a row while one 
was being examined, so that they might give assent to his statements, 
without the trouble of individual examination. As on some occasions the 
quotation of a precedent is more potent than the examination of a prin- 
ciple, a case was referred to council, where a committee of their lordships’ 
house, sitting upon a private bill, had examined a platoon of witnesses at 
the same time by taking the testimony of the principal witness viva voce, 
while the others confirmed his veracity by nodding their assent. Having, 
however, regard to the fact that witnesses before committees of the Lords 
are examined under the solemn responsibility of an oath, the conductors 
of this company’s case did not think it right to adopt the suggested course, 
several witnesses were therefore examined, during three days, but in 
consequence of frequent intimations from their lordships that facts to 
which successive witnesses had deposed had been already proved, the 
promoters of the bill closed their case, and the counsel for the rival com- 
panies, in despair of shaking any part of their evidence, declined to call 
witnesses, and contented himself with a reply, appealing to a supposed 
aristocratic prejudice in favour of vested capital and against plebeian 
impatience. It was likewise contended that as the company had got their 
capital subscribed, had secured limited responsibility by their deed, and 
had obtained permission to lay their pipes, they did not require a bill. 

“A quarter of an hour’s closed doors sufficed to enable their lordships 





to decide the fate of a bill, which, after twelve days’ inquiry, had been 
passed unanimously by a committee of the Commons, composed of men of 
business, presided over by one of the most able members the House of 
Commons can boast of. 

‘Since the rejection of the bill, two of the boards of commissioners 
of the districts through which the company’s transit mains will have to 
pass in carrying the gas from their works to the city, have given their 
unanimous consent, and the commissioners of the only other intervenin 
district have, by a majority of 14 to 2, ratified their former agreement wii 
the company to the same effect. 

“* Arrangements are made to commence laying their mains through their 
district early in the ensuing week, and the directors have the satisfaction 
to state, that the works are proceeding with the greatest possible expedi- 
tion, and they will be able to fulfil all their contracts with the gas con- 
sumers within the requisite time. 

‘* The directors have received from their engineer a most satisfactory 
report of the progress made in laying the company’s pipesin the city. The 
superior character of their pipes in their quality, construction, and mode of 
laying, is the theme of universal admiration, and although the unusual 
magnitude of the pipes in some parts of the city has created some engineer- 
ing difficulties in particular situations, the engineer reports he has now 
surmounted almost all the difficulties he will have to encounter, and that 
during the ensuing month—the least busy month in the year—he hopes to 
complete his pipe laying, and repaving throughout the entire city. 

“The inhabitants of the districts throu-h which the company’s pipes 
have been laid, have cheerfully borne the necessary inconvenience to which 
the operation has exposed them. They were acquainted with the efforts 
made by this company before they commenced laying their pipes, to super- 
sede by an amicable arrangement with the old companies, the necessity for 
simultaneously commencing such extensive works at this time, and the 
opening of the ground has now demonstrated what has been often stated, 
that the condition of the company’s old mains and pipes is such that it 
would have been impossible to have provided for the increased consumption 
to which the reduction in price will lead without a general disturbance of 
the streets, ere long, for the purpose of substituting larger and sounder 
pipes for those which are now in use. 

‘* By order of the board, 
(Signed) “R, M. Massey, Secretary.” 


Now, although it may be interesting to some persons to sit 
for six hours a day, listening to the City Solicitor repeat in 
parrot language his well-known description of the rise and pro- 
gress of the gas agitation, and his connection therewith, or to 
hear a lecture from Mr. Croll on the advantages of dry 
gas meters, and the injustice done to his invention by the 
preference shown by the Metropolitan Gas Companies to other 
dry meter manufacturers; or a journeyman gasfitter’s lament over 
the losses his master sustains in consequence of the old gas 
companies having undertaken the supply of meters to their con- 
sumers gratis, and thus deprived him of the profit he had been 
in the habit of making on their sale; or even to hear a Post-office 
inspector express his opinion that Mr. Leslie’s burner is the 
perfection of suchinstruments, while the Nestor of gas engineers, 
Mr. Clegg, doubts whether it is worth the metal out of which 
it is made, yet to compel noble lords to sit for an indefinitelength 
of time to hear evidence in no way bearing on the questions 
at issue, would have been an abuse of the powers allowed 
by Parliament to the promoters of private bills. Every mate- 
rial witness heard by the committee of the Commons was 
again produced (excepting the professional chemists, whose || 
evidence it was not deemed prudent to repeat), and every one of |, 
them strengthened the case of the opponents, by confirming the 
facts upon which the opposition was founded. 

An attempt to throw discredit on the judgment pronounced, 
is made by a wilful misrepresentation of one of the incidents 
of the investigation in the above memorial. A noble lord, warned 
by the diffuse and rambling opening of the learned counsel 
(Mr. Hill), which ended where it should have commenced, 
viz., by objecting to the locus standi of the opponents, sug- 
gested that it would be a saving of time if the witnesses were 
classified so as to speak in succession to each series of facts. 
Another of the counsel for the bill (Mr. Sergeant Wrangham) 
jocosely remarked, that he believed there was a case on record, 
in one of the criminal courts, where a number of witnesses 
were sworn together, and gave their evidence through their 
foreman ; but it is untrue that any such suggestion came from 
any member of the committee. We can readily understand 
the irritation which the failure to obtain the bill has produced, 
but we protest against its finding a vent in unscrupulous mis- 
representations similar to the above, which now stand recorded 
on the minutes of the Court of Sewers. Its rejection under the 
actual circumstances renders it more than doubtful whether, in 
future sessions, one for a similar object will ever obtain the 
sanction of the Legislature. The Commissioners of Sewers 
must, therefore, be content to take from their protégé the same 
guarantees which were tendered by the old companies, and 
rejected, because not rendered obligatory by an act of Parlia- 
ment. 

But here another question arises, for, notwithstanding the 
obliging complaisance of eleven of the directors exhibited by 
an increased subscription to the deed, each for the sum of 
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£1650, and the issue of sufficient shares to the contractors on 
June 17, to make it appear bythe bankers’ pass-book to the satis- 
faction of the Commissioners of Sewers on June 18, that 
£75,000, or one-half the capital, had been paid up, yet there 
appears to be but little of it left, and the other half does 
not seem to be very readily forthcoming, as we perceive by 
an advertisement in the daily papers, that the shareholders 
are convoked for the 14th instant, to sanction a mort- 
gage for £25,000 upon the property of the company, 
which, if carried into effect, entirely changes its position with 
respect to the Commissioners of Sewers. Mortgagees and 
shareholders are not synonymousterms. If, through competi- 
tion or other causes, the 10 per cent. expected dividend should 
turn out to be nil, as we confidently foretell it will be, 
the shareholder is merely disappointed, and may, perhaps, 
avoid further loss. But the interest due to the mortgagee must be 
paid, whether the property be productive or the reverse ; or, in 
case of default, he forecloses and sells, and the property mort- 
gaged passes into other hands, unfettered by any of the engage- 
ments of its late owners—perhaps, even may be acquired by 
the old gas companies. Will the gas consumers of the city 
of London or its Commissioners of Sewers have improved 
their position by the encouragements they have been dragged 
into affording to a scheme over which such a result is sus- 
pended? Will any banker or capitalist be found, who dare 
allow it to be said in Lombard-street, that they have gone 
out of the ordinary course of their transactions to promote 
measures which will, in all probability, end in the addition of 
the trade of gas manufacturer and dealer, to their other occu- 
pations? The departure of many a wealthy house from its 
legitimate operations has been but the prelude to its downfal, 
and we hesitate in believing it possible that £25,000 can be 
found on the security of such a property, with the contingencies 
to which it is liable. 

The Works are, however, now progressing as fast as their 
nature will permit; but we presume that Mr. Spackman, of 
Guildhall-chambers, the experienced practitioner under the 
Joint-stock Companies’ Winding-up Act, who has announced 
his readiness to purchase shares, contemplates the probability 
of such an early failure of the means of carrying them 
on, as will authorize an application to the Court of Chan- 
cery for winding up the concern, under the provisions of the 
act which has rendered his name so familiar to the public. 

A remark in our last Journal, founded upon the fact of its 
appearing on the journals of the House of Lords, that a petition 
had been presented by a metropolitan gas company in favour of 
the bill, has been the cause of some censure on that company, to 
which we are sincerely gratified to find they are not in truth 
liable. The petition in question was, we are informed, one 
merely for the retention of the protective clauses inserted by 
the committee of the Commons, and should have been 
described in the journals of the House of Lords as a petition 
in favour of certain clauses, instead of a general petition in favour 
of the bill, as it actually stands recorded. Ourobject is at all times 
to obtain accurate information, and, though startled at the fact, 
we could have no suspicion that any inaccuracies existed in the 
official records of the transactions of the highest tribunal of the 
country. The bill, however, has been lost, and the hoped-for 
protection has vanished, leaying the two companies in whose 
favour it was intended to operate, exposed to the same 
insane competition which has been forced upon the city com- 
panies, the consequences of which were described by Mr. 
Methven, one of the witnesses for the bill (and at the same 
time engineer to one of the companies, threatened by it with 
the loss of half its rental), as involving the very existence 
of his company. 

Our last month’s circular (in which we alluded to the impulse 
given to the gas agitation in the southern portion of the metro- 
polis, by the adhesion of Mr. Croll to a scheme for supplying 
gas in that district on the same terms as in the city of London) 
was scarcely in the hands of our readers, when we received a 
copy of the following official notice of the measures taken by the 
principal company occupying that district to counteract the effect 
of this new movement :— 


“ Pua@nix Gas Ligut AND Coke CoMPANY. 


“Srr,—I am instructed to inform you that a special meeting of the 
directors of this company has been held, for the purpose of considering the 
most advisable way of acceding to the general wishes of their consumers 
for a reduction in the price of gas. 

“ With this view, the directors have determined to meet the present 
state of gas consumption, and the altered value of gas property from the 
diminished cost of iron and materials, and other causes. They have there- 








fore decided upon estimating their capital only at its present saleable value, 
and in future to look for dividends upon no larger sum. 

“* As soon as the company can share out of their profits a dividend (to 
the amount sanctioned by the Legislature) on the diminished capital, they 
will again reduce the price of gas. Thus they will continue from time to 
time to make further reductions so soon as an extended consumption or 
other circumstances will enable them. They are also willing that the half- 
yearly accounts of the company shali be submitted to a parochial or 
Government officer appointed for that purpose. 

** The following is the scale of reduction from Midsummer last :— 

‘* The price of gas to be ° ° 5s. per 1000 cubic feet. 
‘* Consumers paying quarterly on an average 
between 30s. and 60s. to have ° 
* Consumers paying quarterly on an average 
above 60s. to have > ° - 20 per cent. discount, 
** Bankside, 10th July, 1850. “CHARLES PRIDDEN, Secretary.” 


From the repeated appeals whichthis company has been forced 
to make, from the arbitrary attempts of parochial authorities to 
impose upon it unequal and unjust proportions of the local 
taxation, (one instance of which is recorded in our last number, 
where a rate of £682 per annum was reduced to £326) its 
affairs and situation are better known to the public than those 
of any other metropolitan gas company ; and some estimate may 
be formed of the immense sacrifice it has just made to prevent 
the ruinous consequences which have attended the agitation of 
this question in the city of London. Occupying a district of 
the metropolis notoriously the poorest and least inviting 
to a gas company, with 250 miles of main pipes, and 9000 
consumers, each of whose average consumption is less than 
20,000 cubic feet per annum, and yielding a profit, at the late 
prices, of little more than £20,000 a year, half of which is swept 
away by the present reduction, this company has determined to 
try the experiment whether low prices will so stimulate con- 
sumption as to find full employment for the extensive works 
of which it is possessed, and which are capable of supplying 
double the quantity of gas now produced at them. The experi- 
ment is a bold one, and will, doubtless, fall heavily for a time 
upon the shareholders, although we believe the directors have 
acted wisely in thus crushing the agitation before it had acquired 
the strength which might compel even greater sacrifices ; for 
there can be but little doubt that had the City Gas Companies 
in January, 1849, yielded to the solicitation of the respectable 
consumers, and consented to a reduction to 5s., that price 
would then have induced them to withdraw from a combina- 
tion which, without the aid of their names, would soon have 
ceased to be dangerous. 

The system of charges graduated according to consumption, 
which this company has introduced, is a novel one in London, 
but one which has been for years in operation in Birmingham, 
Leicester, Nottingham, Leeds, and most of the large manufac- 
turing towns of Yorkshire and Lancashire, where its action has 
been found most beneficial. On the scale adopted, the consumer 
of 24,000 feet per annum will be supplied at 4s. 6d., and at 4s. 
if his consumption be increased to 48,000 feet a year. Our 
predilections are rather in favour of the Derby system, where the 
first 10,000 feet are in all cases charged at the same price; 
the next 10,000 feet at a reduction of 5 per cent., and 
so on in succession up to 60,000 feet; so that the consumer 
of 500,000 feet pays at the same rate for the first 10,000 
feet, as the person whose annual consumption is limited to 
that quantity. These are, however, modifications of the same 
system, perhaps scarcely worthy of notice here, but which we 
throw out for consideration to other companies who may con- 
template the adoption of similar measures. We have no 
hesitation in saying that, taking into consideration the cost of 
coals, labour, and the other elements of the expenditure of a 
gas work, and the small consumption over such an extensive 
district, the price now charged by the Phenix Gas Company 
is amongst the lowest of any in the kingdom. 

Some expressions of the above circular have, we believe, 
beeninterpreted as intimating an intention to reduce the nominal 
amount of the company’s capital, to the amount represented by 
the present Stock Exchange value of the shares, (which, in con- 
sequence of the peculiar situation of gas property, is at this time 
unnaturally low) and some dissatisfaction has been ex- 
pressed by a few shareholders, that such important steps 
should have been taken without the authority of the share- 
holders at large. We apprehend that they labour under a mistake 
in this respect, and that no intention whatever exists of tampering 
with the nominal capital of the company ; a pledge is, however, 
given to the public that, when the dividend to which all new gas 
companies are limited by the Gas Work Clauses Consolidation 
Act shall be earned, then the price of gas shall be further 
reduced ; and to avoid all objection as to whether the capital 
of the company has been well or imprudently expended, they 
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are willing to submit to a valuation of their property, so that 
its present saleable value may be ascertained, and the maximum 
dividend calculated thereon. Mr. Lee, the experienced Sur- 
veyor, who gave evidence in the appeal case reported in our 
last number, estimated the total value of the stations, mains, and 
floating capital employed in carrying on the operations of this 
company at£329,381 ; and we apprehend the shareholders may, 
without much grumbling, sanction a further reduction in the 
price of gas when the dividend which is authorized by the act 
above mentioned shall have been earned upon this sum. 

The battle of the Kilkenny cats is being fought over again 
in the streets of Sunderland, by the two competing gas com- 
panies of that borough. Within the last few days the price 
of gas has been successively reduced from 5s, to 4s., 3s. 6d., 
and 3s., with offers to contract for a term of years at the 
latter price. There can be no reasonable doubt but that the 
fate of their pugnacious Hibernian predecessors awaits such 
belligerents, unless they take a lesson from the citizens of 
York, Exeter, and numerous other places, and compromise 
their differences by an amalgamation. 

The Joint-stock Companies’ Winding-up Act has been put 
into operation for liquidating the affairs of the Universal Gas 
Company. This company was established for working Mr. 
H. Francis’s and Messrs. Corden and Smith’s patents for 
making gas on a small scale in private houses ; and we under- 
stand the principal creditors are the owners of the patents, for 
which large sums were to have been paid. 





Communicated Articles. 


THE HYDRO-ELECTRIC LIGHT. 


Under this title we inserted in our June number, an extract from 
an American paper, announcing that a Mr. H. M. Paine, of Wor- 
cester, Massachusetts, had invented an apparatus for evolving 
hydrogen and oxygen gases from the decomposition of water, by 
the agency of electricity generated by mechanical means, the hydro- 
gen being carbonized and used for producing light, or burnt in its 
natural state for giving heat. The mechanical means employed, 
were stated to be a weight of 67 lbs. falling nine feet, being suffi- 
cient to produce 1000 feet of gas in an hour. Such a process has 
long been a favourite one with many of the ardent votaries of this 
branch of science; and, incredible as the results above stated 
appeared, we were scarcely prepared for the miserable imposture 





| which the following report proves to have been, in this case, prac- 


tised upon the world. The British public are indebted to Dr. Fyfe 
for having exposed some of the jugglery by which unscrupulous 
inventors seek to puff their schemes in this country ; but the Ame- 
rican fairly bears the palm from his British rival; and we feel 
indebted to our New York friends for the assistance they have 
afforded us in thus exposing such empiricism. 


‘*T0 THE PRESIDENTS OF THE NEW YORK AND MANHATTAN GAS LIGHT 
COMPANIES: 


** Gentlemen: At the request of Mr. Green, the agent of Mr. Pedrick, 
and ey to your instructions, I have examined (as far as I was per- 
mitted so to do) the apparatus of Mr. Paine at Worcester. 

“* At my first interview with Mr. Green in this city, I told him I had no 
faith in Mr. Paine’s ability to produce from water a gas that would be an 
economical fuel, and that such gas, be it ever so cheaply made, was of no 
value as a source of light; that if Mr. Paine passed this water-gas through 
spirits of turpentine or naphtha, the light produced was in proportion tothe 
quantity of naphtha or turpentine consumed, and that water-gas, combined 
with the vapours of turpentine, could never compete with coal gas. But 
Mr. Green said I was mistaken, ‘that all that was written in the books on 
this subject was wrong; he did not expect me to credit his statements, but 
if I would go to Worcester with him, he would convince me that Mr. Paine 
had discovered a method of producing and carbonizing hydrogen that was 
simple and cheap.’ I asked him ifI might invite Drs. Torrey and Chilton 
to go with me, and if they would be allowed to inspect the apparatus. He 
said he would be happy to have me do so, and to invite as many scientific 
friends as I pleased; that Mr. Paine would be present to answer any 
questions we might desire to ask, and would show us every portion of his 
apparatus, except the electrodes and the helices; that as these contained 
his secret, we could not see them till the gas companies had purchased the 
right to use the discovery, and that this right should not be offered to any 
party in New York until my return. But that I might know that no decep- 
tion was practised, he would have the gas made in our presence, allow 
us to make it by the apparatus which he would show us, and to test it in 
any way we pleased. I then asked him to name the day, and I would 
invite my friends to meet him. He named Tuesday, the 25th of June. I 
met Mr. Green again on Monday and told him that Drs. Chilton and Torrey 
would go with us, and that we would meet him that afternoon at the Rail- 
road station. He replied that he had received a telegraphic communication 
that morning informing him that Mr. Paine and Mr. Pedrick would both 
be in Worcester on the following morning, and that they had everything 
ready and were prepared to receive us. then sent a communication by 
telegraph to Mr. Darracott, the agent of the Boston Gas Light Company, 
asking him and Mr. Blake to meet us at Worcester. 

‘*On Tuesday we met at the hotel in Worcester, and were introduced to 
Mr. Pedrick by Mr. Green, but Mr. Paine was not present, having been 
called from the city, as now alleged by Mr. Green, by a previous engage- 
ment. Mr. Pedrick invited us to visit the machinery of Mr. Paine St his 
room in the Worcester Exchange Building. We did so, and were there 





introduced to a younger brother of Mr. Paine. In the centre of this room 
we saw a disjointed piece of machinery, said by Mr. Pedrick to be the 
machine with which Mr. Paine decomposed water. Mr. Pedrick and Mr. 
Paine made some explanations respecting the action of this machine, but 
from its disjointed and imperfect state we could form no definite idea of 
its mode of operation. 

“Thence we accompanied Messrs. Pedrick and Green to the dwelling 
of Mr. Paine, the brother of Mr. Paine having preceded us. On arriving 
at the house we were ushered into a front room. A two-light gas bracket 
stood on the mantel. Mr. Paine lighted one of the burners, which gave a 
very bright light. On smelling the gas as it passed through the burners 
when not lighted it had the odour of oil gas. We were then shown into a 
basement room in the rear of the house. In this room, supported on four 
bricks, was a box about two feet square and ten inches high, said by Mr. 
Paine to contain the magnets; two om of copper, said to be the con- 
ductors, extended from the box to a circular tin vessel, about two feet high 
and about eight inches in diameter, resting on the top of the box; and this 
tin vessel Mr. Paine said was the yg Sy vessel. From this vessel a 
pipe passed through the wall near the floor, and we were told connected 
with the gasholder placed on the outside of the building. From this pipe 
was a branch leading upward to a small tin cylinder of the capacity of a 
quart measure. In this cylinder Mr. Paine said the gas used in the house 
was ‘carbonized” A small plugged opening attached to this cylinder 
leaked. Dr. Torrey tested the liquid which dropped and ascertained it to 
be water. According to Mr. Paine’s statement this vessel should have 
contained spirits of turpentine. Another branch pipe leading from the 
one connecting the gasholder with the ‘decomposing vessel,’ turned off in 
a contrary direction and bending downward, passed through the cork of a 
wide-necked glass bottle and dipped into spirits of turpentine. Another 
tube was inserted in the cork with a burner attached to its upper end. 

‘* Mr. Paine lighted the gas; it burned with a bright light, having the 
appearance of being oil gas. Mr. Payne and Mr. Pedrick assured us 
that the gas was hydrogen, produced from water by the machine before us, 
and that it was ‘carbonized’ by being passed through turpentine alone. 
asked Mr. Paine to disconnect the pipe from the bottle of turpentine and 
burn the gas as it issued from the gasholder, that we might be sure it 
would not give light before it entered the turpentine. Mr. Paine positively 
refused to do so, and said his brother had forbidden his disconnecting any 
pipe. Mr. Pedrick asked me what it was I suspected? and said he had 
seen the gas burned many a time both before and after it had passed 
through the turpentine, and knew my suspicions to be unjust. My answer 
was—‘ Before I came here I was told by your agent that you would prove 
to my entire satisfaction, and to the satisfaction of the gentlemen who 
would accompany me, that the gas was hydrogen produced from water b 
electricity, and that it would not give light until it had passed throug 
turpentine. I want you to prove the fact, if it is a fact, that I may report 
it as such when I return.’ 

“Mr. Blake asked Mr. Pedrick if he would permit the pipe to be drawn 
through the cork far enough to raise it above the surface of the turpentine— 
this he could do without disconnecting any pipe—still Mr. Paine refused, 
Considerable di ion ensued, during which Mr. Paine left the room. 
Dr. Torrey asked Mr. Pedrick if he did not think the refusal of Mr. Paine 
to submit the gas to this test was calculated to justify suspicion. He 
confessed it was, but said they must obey orders. Mr. Pedrick then 
stepped out and called for Mr.Paine. After awhile Mr. Paine reappeared— 
aconversation in private was held between them, and then Mr. Pedrick 
said, ‘Gentlemen, we will raise the pipe and satisfy you that there is no 
deception.’ The pipe was accordingly raised. Mr. Paine lighted the gas— 
it gave a very feeble light. Mr. Pedrick asked if we were satisfiednow. I 
said, ‘I am satisfied that the gas which is now passing through the pipe 
is hydrogen, and you will oblige me by permitting the pipe to be immersed 
in the turpentine again, and let me see what kind of light we will get then. 
Mr. Paine refused, but we insisted upon the experiment being made, and 
told him we wished to see if hydrogen gas could be carburetted as asserted. 
We were careful this time to prevent any one from leaving the room. After 
the pipe was restored to its original position in the bottle of turpentine, it 
was some time before Mr. Paine could be induced to appiy the match. 
Then at last he did so—the flame showed the gas to be hydrogen still, and 
avery different article from that which had been exhibited to us at first, 
A very feeble light, differing but little from the result of the second expe- 
riment showed, beyond all doubt, in the minds of the gentlemen who were 
with me, that the gas was unfit for illumination. 











“« Mr. Paine appeared greatly confused at the result, and said the last light | 
was as bright as the first; but Drs. Chilton and Torrey both exclaimed, | 


* Not so, not so, but much paler;’ and to this declaration both Mr. Blake | 


and Mr. Darracott assented. 

‘Mr. Paine having extinguished the light, and refusing to permit any 
further examination, we left the house. The gasholder, which was placed 
outside of the house, was empty. I do not see how Mr. Paine could have 
drawn his supply from that. 

«The refusal of Mr. Paine to permit further investigation was a violation 
of good faith, after the assurance given me by Mr. Green that such evidence 
would be produced as could not fail to convince me and the gentlemen who 
might accompany me, that no deception was intended to be practised. I 
have seen nothing which induces me to believe that Mr. Paine has made 
any discovery whatever. I did not see the gas made, nor was I satisfied as 
to the alleged manner of making it; nor could I see what resemblance 
there could be between the apparatus requisite to produce illuminating gas 
and the apparatus that was shown to us. 

“‘T am confident that o7/ gas was burning at one time, and free hydrogen 
at another, and that the spirits of turpentine could have been dispensed 
with altogether without in any way affecting the results of the experiments 
made. 

‘All the effects might easily have been produced by connecting the 
pipes with vessels concealed in the cellar. An oil gas apparatus requires 
but little room, and pipes and valves can be so arranged that, at the will 
of the operator, either Hydrogen, which gives no light, or Illuminating 

as (whichever may be desired), can be conveyed to the burners. 


‘ Respectfully submitted, CHARLES RooME.”’ 


‘‘ The undersigned having been present at the examination at Worcester 
as described by Mr. Roome in the foregoing report, agree with him in all 
the statements he has made of the facts as they occurred there ; and they 
fully concur with him in the opinions he has expressed. 

(Signed) *‘ Joun TorrnEY, M.D., James R. Curiton, M.D., 
**GeORGE DARRACOTT, JOHN H. BiakeE.”’ 
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Parliamentary intelligence. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
GREAT CENTRAL GAS CONSUMERS’ COMPANY. 


[The heavy expenditure incurred in procuring accurate and impartial 
reports of the proceedings in the C s not having been met by an 
adequate return, we are compelled to rely upon the daily papers for the 
following report, premising, h » that perfect accuracy and im- 
partiality are not to be relied upon. ] 


JULY 17.—FIRST DAY. 


The committee upon this bill consisting of the following noble 
lords—Earl Powis (chairman), Earl Mortey, Earl Netson, Lord 
Byron, and Lord Fincaut, met this day at eleven o’clock. The 
counsel retained by the parties appearing were the same as in the 
Commons, but none appeared on behalf of the British and Commercial 
Gas Companies. 

Mr. Hit, Q.C., opened the case for the promoters of the bill. The 
learned counsel detailed to the committee the origin of the present 
company, as one called forth by the necessity of gas being supplied 
to the citizens of London at a cheap rate. The question of cheap gas 
had occupied the attention of the consumers of that article in the city of 
London and the liberties thereof long before the promoters had formed 
themselves intoa company. There had been a general agitation in 
favour of a reduction on the prices of the old companies supplying 
the localities, and various interviews took place between the repre- 
sentatives of the consumers and the directors of the existing compa- 
nies, but so far from negotiation aiding the desired solution of the 
question, the consumers were informed that no reduction could be 
thought of. The consumers, feeling that they had nothing to expect 
from the old companies, sought the assistance of the corporate bodies, 
and fresh overtures through those channels were made, and resulted 
in a like want of success, the answer being that no reduction could 
be made without ruin to the interests of the companies. The parties 
suffering under the disadvantage of the existing monopoly saw but 
one course open to them, namely, to form an independent company, 
which should supply them at a fair and reasonable and remunerative 
price ; and the result was that the present company proffered to sup- 
ply them at 4s. the thousand feet, with the prospect of a further 
reduction on that charge. Theterms were accepted by the great body 
of the consumers, and they accordingly entered into agreements to 
take gas from the promoters. The learned gentleman then related 
the whole circumstances attending the formation of the new company, 
and recounted the many impediments they had had to contend with, 
owing to the moneyed influence of the wealthy opponents of the 
scheme. He then dwelt with considerable furee upon the fact of the 
old companics lowering the charge when they found that the new 
company were determined to go on, and contrasted their former re- 
fusal to reduce the price, upon the ground of ruin to their vested 
interests, with the result of their not only having made a reduction, 
but made that reduction to the very maximum price to be charged 
by the new company. This had been done for the purpose of causing 
the promoters’ scheme to be abandoned, but that ruse had failed in 
its object, for the consumers had determined to support the company 
that brought about the present reduced charge. They, however, had 
another reason for not abandoning the promoters, for they felt that 
the moment the old companies were left to themselves they would 
relapse into the old system, The learned counsel, after going over 
all those points in the history of the rise and progress of the scheme, 
and which have repeatedly appeared in this journal, took an objection 
to the opponents having a locus standi. ‘They were there as rival 
tradesmen, and it had been decided over and over again, in commit- 
tees of both houses, that an opposition based upon simple rivalry could 
not be allowed. There was the late precedent in the New Electric 
Telegraph Company. They were opposed by the existing company; 
but the committee decided that as they could point to no injury done, 
save as to bare competition, to which every tradesman was open, they 
could not be heard. That was the very position of the opponents to 
the present bill. They had capital sunk, it was true, but so had the 
parties who failed to be heard in the case he had just cited, and upon 
these grounds he submitted that the opponents had no locus standi, 
ag | having nothing to complain of but competition. 

he Chairman thought competition, in many instances, calculated 
to do great good; butit might also turn out, according to the circum- 
stances of some cases, prejudicial. 

The committee having deliberated, informed the parties that the 
objection to the locus standi could not be allowed. 

Mr. Charles Pearson, M.P., was then called and examined by Mr. 
J. Witpe. The evidence of the hon, member was de novo that adduced 
before the committee of the House of Commons, and the same search- 
ing cross-examination at the hands of Mr. Talbot, was re-enacted. 

The following witnesses were also examined, namely, Mr, Deputy 
Harrison, Mr, Fickling, of Bishopsgate-street ; and Mr. Bokenham, of 
the General Post-office. 

The witnesses were ably cross-examined by Mr. Horz, Mr. Tarzor, 
and Mr, Burke, but nothing varying from their evidence in the Com- 
mons’ committee was elicited. 

The committee adjourned at five o’clock to two o’clock the follow- 


ing day. 








JULY 18.—SECOND DAY. 


The committee reassembled this day at two o’clock. 

Mr. Thomas Halli was examined A Mr. Hitt, and Mr. Deputy 
Stevens by Mr. Sergeant Wraneuam, but nothing material was 
elicited. 

The noble Cuarnman: How many of the consumers have signed 
the petition in favour of the bill? 

Mr, Hitt: It has been signed by 5307, my lord. 





The Cuarrman: And I suppose they would all speak the same as 
Mr. Stevens? 

Mr. Hitt: We are abridging our evidence most considerably, my 
lord, at very considerable risk, to meet the suggestion of your lord- 
ships, yet we know not what evidence may be called by our opponents, 
so that we are placed in a painful difficulty. 

* The Cuarrman: And how many have signed your petition, Mr. 
albot? 

Mr. Tatzor: 1300 (as we understood the number), my lord; but 
I shall not call them all. 

Mr. Hitt would attend to the suggestion of their lordships; and 
as they seemed to be of opinion that sufficient evidence had been 
adduced upon that part of the case already submitted, he would now 
leave it, though, perhaps, at some risk of danger, and go to the 
engineering evidence. 

Mr, Croll examined by Mr. Pirr Taytor.—Is engineer to the new 
company. Had great experience in the manufacture of gas, and had 
made considerable improvements in the mode of producing it. Had | 
a patent for a gas meter, which was highly approved of by the city | 
companies before he became connected with the promoters’ scheme. 
Since, then, however, it had diminished in the London sale 50 per | 
cent., but increased 90 per cent. in the country generally. 

The present consumption in the City was 500,000,000 cubic feet per | 
annum, and the reduction to 4s, would cause a material increase on 
that quantity. ‘he rental on 500,000,000, at 5s. the thousand, would 
be about £150,000 annually, and the reduction to 4s, would cause an 
annual saving to the consumers of £50,000. The works of the new 
company were at Bow-common, a locality well adapted, as it was almost 
without dwellings. ‘The works of the Chartered company were in a 
populous neighbourhood, and the works of the City company ina still 
more densely-inhabited district. They were already laying down the 
pipes of the new company. | 

The Cuarrnman: What is the size of your mains? } 

The Witness: In the City they had only laid down as yet an 18-inch 
main, but they would lay down a 26-inch main from the works up to 
Aldgate. 

Examination resumed.—The works of the new company at Bow 
were contiguous to the Blackwall railway, by which they could get 
their coals much cheaper than the existing companies, by the great 
saving they would effect upon shipment, carriage, and transhipment. 
Their works would be wholly completed by next October, but they 
would supply gas by the period contracted for with the consumers, 
namely, the 29th of next September. The witriess was next examined 
on the details of the estimates, which have appeared at considerable 
length in this Journal, The company had now nine miles of pipes 
down. The gas supplied by the City companies was tested last 
October, and found to contain a large amount of ammonia; notwith- 
standing, it was as good gas as any supplied by the metropolitan 
companies. The ammonia was very injurious to health. The gas of 
the new company would undergo purification, and the result would 
be that the ammonia left would be under 1000 per cent. or almost 
nothing. The ammonia extracted he would turn to a marketable 
account. The ammoniacaused a close choking sensation, such as had 
been complained of in the Post-office. It was a mistake to say that 
the City companies’ gas contained to the amount of 11 per cent. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Burxe.—The mode of extracting the 
ammonia was by an improvement of witness’s, and for which he had 
taken out a patent. It was open toall companies who thought proper 
to pay him for a licence. It had been used by the Imperial Company, 
and they might continue to use it, as they had paid him a certain sum 
for perpetual use. Why they did not continue the purifying of their 
gas he could not tell. He could not allow of its having failed. After 
some further cross-examination, 

The committee rose, it being five o’clock, and adjourned to 11 
o’clock the following day. 


JULY 19.—THIRD DAY. 











PREAMBLE NOT PROVED. 


The committee reassembled at eleven o’clock this day. | 

The cross-examination of Mr. Croll was resumed and concluded. | 

Re-examined by Mr. H11t.— Witness thought it to the interest of | 
the gas manufacturer to withdraw the ammonia, and turn it to | 
valuable account. Some parties did not consider it so; as when his | 
process with the chloride of manganese was tried at the South Metro- 
politan Works the only objection to it was that it made the gas too | 
good: the manager made that as his only objection. He acknow- | 
ledged that it saved the lime, and that it produced much less nuisance 
in the works, but it made the gas too good, and he was afraid if the | 
process was used the meters would not go round fast enough.* 

Mr. Methven was examined by Mr. H111t.—Is engineer to the Com- 
mercial Company, which company was opposed to the promoters’ 
scheme. He was not a willing witness, and would not be present 
but that he had been summoned to appear and give evidence. Had 
been engaged with Mr. Croll in carrying out improvements in the 
production of gas. Witness was satisfied that gas could be sold at 
4s, with a very good profit. 

Mr, Clegg, examined by Mr. P. Taxtor.—Was a gas engineer, and 
had constructed the first gas works in London, upwards of thirty 
years ago. Agreed with Mr. Croll as to the cheapness at which gas 
could be sold. There was a great improvement in the mode of manu- | 
facture and distribution to that first adopted. Had made experiments | 
on the quality and illuminating power of the gas supplied by the City | 
company, and found it to contain ammonia. | 

The Cuainman: Do you consider the price of 4s. 6d. at Liverpool, | 
as low as the City gas at 4s. ? 

Witness : Considered it much lower, because the coals they made | 


* We have the authority of the gentleman alluded to in the above pa 
deny its accuracy; indeed, his experience leads him to the conclusion tha 
known methods of extracting the ammonia deteriorate to some extent the iiumi- | 
nating power of the gas submitted to their action. 
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as from at Liverpool gave double the illuminating power of the Lon- 
ion gas. The consumer at Liverpool had double the quantity of gas 
for 4s. 6d., because double the light of the London gas. 

Mr Lewis examined by Mr. Hitt.—Is resident inspector of the 
Thames Police Station, and resides in the ship moored off the shore 
at the end of Norfolk-street. The discharge of impure fluid from the 
oy gas works into the Thames was a great nuisance to witness, who 
had frequently been ill from the effluvium. It could be smelt down 
as far as Southwark-bridge at ebb-tide, and up as far as Westminster- 
bridge at flood-tide. It was so disagreeable that when it flowed up- 
wards he had to close down his windows, and had to do so yesterday. 
Had tried the effects of this liquid—a glass of it in a bucket of water, 
and placed some live fish in it, but they died immediately. 

Cross examined by Mr. Tatnot.—The Fleet ditch discharged itself 
into the Thames close to the gas works. 

Mr. Hiri: My lords, I have a great number of witnesses to call, 


ships have so frequently suggested the propriety of abridging the case, 
I yield to that desire, with some reluctance I own, as we know not 
what case we may have to meet on the other side, and when we do 
find it out perhaps it will be too late, as, indeed, it must be, according 
to the practice, to remedy the matter. I, however, in deference to 
your lordships’ often-expressed reluctance to hear more than a few 
witnesses on the same points, decline calling any more evidence, and 
I now leave the case in your hands so far as evidence is concerned. 

Mr. Tatzot summed up the case for the promoters, upon the con- 
clusion of which the room was cleared, and after a deliberation of 
about twenty minutes the parties were called, when the following 
decision was given :— 

The Cuarnman.—The committee are of opinion that the preamble of 
the bill has not been proved. 

This decision created a considerable sensation, and it was some 
minutes before the parties could bring themselves to believe that 





and it appears to me that they ought to be heard ; yet, as your lord- | they had heard aright. 








Advertisements, 


HULETT and CO., 
55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, 


Beg to invite the attention of Gas Companies, Gas Fitters, and the Trade 
generally, to the 


PATENT NATIONAL GAS METER, 


of which they are the Manufacturers, with the newly-invented Water Line 
Indicator, and other Improvements, preventing the possibility of fraud on 
the one hand and accidents from carelessness on the other. The above 
Meters are manufactured of the very best materials, and the workmanship 
cannot be surpassed. They are also Manufacturers of every description of 
Gas Chandeliers, Pendants, Brackets, and every article connected with Gas 
and Steam Fitting. An extensive assortment always on show, Cast and 
Wrought Iron Pipe, Copper, Brass, Tin, and Composition Tubing; Argand, 
Shadowless, and Culinary Burners; Horse-singeing Apparatus, &c. &c. 

The Improved Service Cleanser, by which services and gas fittings may 
be thoroughly cleaned in a few minutes; particulars of which may be had 
free by sending an envelope with name, address, &c. 

Large size pattern Books, containing Copperplate Engravings of Chan- 
deliers and Gas Fittings, price 20s.; small ditto (of Common Fittings), 3s. ; 
may be obtained on receipt of Post-office Order, payable at Post-office, 62, 
High Holborn. 







































THE 
LIVERPOOL GAS COOKING 
RANGE 


7 
As manufactured by 
W. STRODE, 16, ST. MARTIN’S-LE-GRAND, 


Upon the plan of ALFRED KING, Esq., Engineer 
to the Liverpool Gas Company, is generally ac- 
knowledged to be the most useful and effective 
GAS COOKING APPARATUS. 

The sizes now made are— 

Single Roaster, with three Burners, for Boiling, 
2 feet square. 

Double Roaster, with five Burners, for Boil- 
ing, 3 feet 6 inches by 2 feet. 

Three Roasting Chambers and eight Burners, 
for Boiling, 4 feet 10 inches by 2 feet. 

W. STRODE also manufactures Mr. K1no’s 
GAS BROILER, 12 inches square, competent to 
the Broiling of a dozen chops in seven minutes. 
The economy and advantage of this apparatus is 
now generally known and acknowledged, 

The conditions essential to the successful use 
of all Gas Cooking Ranges seem to be a day 
pressure of about 7-10ths ; with a separate Service 
Pipe and Meter. 

An indispensable condition of Gas Cooking 
is, that the Range should be placed under a 
Chimney, or near to one with a funnel leading 
into it, having a sufficient draught through to 
carry off the products of combustion, as well as 
the smell and steam of the cooking. It is ad- 
visable to use the Gas Torch to light the burners 
with, and a Governor or Regulator of Pressure 
is also desirable. 

W.S. manufactures R1DDLE’s SELF-IGNITING 
Gas BuRNER, being a modification of the Hydro- 
gen Light in connection with a Coal Gas Burner. 
‘This instrument is very useful and effective on 
the gas lecturer’s table, and with the Portable 
Napthalizer of George Lowe, Esq., affords a 
ready means of illustrating the value of different 
quantities of Carbon in the gases used for light- 
ing purposes. 

General Gas Apparatus Manufactory, 


3, ANGEL-STREET, WAREHOUSE ENTRANCE, 16, ST. MARTIN’S-LE-GRAND, OPPOSITE THE GENERAL POST-OFFICE, LONDON. 


































































































ESTABLISHED 1827. 


J OHN BEVERLEY and SON, 
Manufacturers of the Improved METALLIC GAS 
METERS, 68, BRIGGATE, LEEDS, 

In returning thanks to Gas Companies, and those who 
have been pleased to patronize the use of their Gas 
Meters, take leave to observe that they still continue to 
make the outer cases of Cast Iron, which are carefully 
fitted and put together with screws, and the interior 
wheel or drum of a composition that has stood the 
test of years. 

Dealers in all kinds of Gas Fittings, Tubing, &c. &e. 





PERCHA= 


UTTA Percha Tubing, being unaffected by moisture. acids, alkalies, grease, 
&c., is useful for the conveyance of Water, Oil, Chemicals, Liquid Manure, &c. It is peculiarly 
valuable for Drain and Soil Pipes. In case of any stoppage, an incision can be made in the tubing with a sharp 
knife, and readily closed again by means of a warm iron. Its strength is extraordinary; the small half-inch 
diameter tubing having resisted a pressure of 2501b. on the square inch without bursting. 
Gutta Percha is totally impervious to wet, and may be steeped in water or buried in damp or marshy grounds 








‘GUTTA 








for years. IT IS NOT SO LIABLE TO INCRUSTATION, and, from its peculiar property as a non-conductor, is not 
affected so soon by the frost of winter as metal piping. == 

The smaller sizes of the Tubing may be had in lengths of from 160 to 400 feet, and the larger sizes of 50 feet, London: Printed by THomas GREAVES BaRLow, of 
each. 32, Bucklersbury, parish of St. Stephen, Walbrook, (at 


the office of Palmer and Clayton, 10, Crane-court, Fleet- 
street); and published by him at 88, Cheapside, in the 
parish of St. Mary Cole, all in the city of London.— 
Saturday, August 10, 1850 


The extraordinary power possessed by Gutta Percha Tubing asa CONDUCTOR OF SOUND renders it invaluable 
for conveying messages from one room or building to another. 

Every variety of Gutta Percha Articles tured at the C y’s Works, Wharf-road, City-road, Lon- 
don; and sold by their Wholesale Dealers in town or country. 



































